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EL PA PPUES

Building Figures for the Year
Total Ooer $3,600,000

With No Let Up.

NO BOOmTjUST
STEADY GROWTH

Business Buildings, Bunga-
lows, Fine Homes Keep In-

dustrial Army Wording.

B L. C. TVLMAGE.
the beginning- of work onWTH new 3500.000 high school

and the SO0,oe court house,
mprecedented bungalow and apart-
ment building, with construction work
ir rverj section of the city in a great

of lines, the year 1915 broke
a'l previous records in building- ac-vi- tv

ind placed El Paso at the headc'a! TV ras cities in the value of im-IT-

cr-cnt-

rr v .is a wonderful ear in El Paso.
zr. ae j by the fact that building ac-t- v

t" U13 progressing uninterruptedly
chen eta" other Texas citj was

of hard unies. During all
tu.s tioie there was no change in the
dicturtcd conditions m Mexico and El
Paso ci uld look to the country to the
s I'.b xt i h little hope of business from
ti at --ici on A few refugees, seek- -
cj the protection afforded by the' jKefl came to El Paso, bring-
ing with them considerable money, bnt
iJis was as nothing compared with
ti tat would hive come to the city In
tfe wai of trade had there hfifiiv rvan Mexico. Mexico CTrotrtbteCbntTlt-tl- e

to the prosperity of 1915.
Prospered as Trade Center.

It v. as from the city's territory north
of the v ' Grande that the prosperity
jitse from West Texas, Arizona and

Jew Mexico and the influx of new cltl-zcr- -"

frtm other parts of the country
a i --acted b the bright prospects of the
tily The revival of mining in Arl-- z

t?a aid New Mexico, particularly in
te c or per ramps, and the high prices
cf catth and sheep, brought to the
So thwest a prosperity that was bound
tA be reflected in El Paso, the chief
trade "erter

lluch outside capital from these sec-t'n- ns

to El Paso for Investment.
n?an well-to-d- o mining men and

raE''iraeii came to the city to make
tv hf r le But while outside influ- -
e- - c h 1 much to do with the city's

the great building activity
njj'aa jarge measure doe to the con- -

iccfe of home people in the future
the communitj The lack of rental

led many residents to build
ihrir own homes, while the great de-ra-

for apartments led to phenomenal
b - .a ng of flats and rooming houses,
end in the Mexican quarter, o the con-
strued n of many tenement houses.
Building Permits Tell of Great Grovrth.

Whne the record of building permits
Issued by the city building Inspector
cannot be accepted as an accurate
barometer of the citj's building actlv-- it, for the reason that they Include
no work in El Paso's rapidly growing
suburbs, they nevertheless tell a story
of great prosperity during the year
isir At the close of business in the
Cite of city building inspector K A.
' -- mstock on December 30. the records
stowed that during the year 1541 per-- t

its had been issued, representing im-
provements valued at 33.612,418, the
greatest year's work in the history of
bs city an the record for any Texas

community during the same period.
"The nearest aprpoach to the year

915 was in 1912. when $2,217,828 worth
c t improvements were made within the

tv limits. The record of 1915 by
n onths was as follows:

Permits Valuation.
January ............ SO 3 519,225
February S7 179,430
March 137 212,670
April. 131 233.546
May 174 446.407
lune 140 236,556

Jul- - 129 241.1S7
vugust 114 268,910

sept mber 160 258,435
ctorer 150 216,585

Vorember 147 189,317
December 161 904,150

1641 13.612,418
December's Bis Total.

The heavy record of permits in De-
cember was due to the issuance of a
Permit for 3426,600 to J. E. Morg-a-n

for the building of the new county
court bouse, one for $272,550 to the
American Construction company for the
tompletion of the new high school
builulng. one for 361.000 for the bulld-
og of an addition to the Alta Vista

school, and the general run of con-

struction work.
In comparison with previous vears.

the vear 1915 looms large, as Is shown
by the figures of the past six years,
the tears covering the period of the
city s most active building. The fig-
ures are as follows
Tear Permits. Valuation
i917T 742 31,511.997
-- 911 618 1.843.34R

SI- - . 949 2,217,828
191? ;.V.V. 1036 1.444,264

llt :::::::::::::::&? 5?$S
Conrt House In Largest "Work.

Tfce largest work undertaken during
t e Tear was the EI Paso county court
! ouse which, when completely equipped
v ill represent an investment of nearly
j-- f i The new structure, taking
the T3l- -c of the present county bulld-- i

- erected in 1884, will rise to a height
of six stories, a building simple in de-

sign et imposing In its classic lines,
M f'uted columns and Its balustrades.

Toe structure will occupy oyer half of
a block of ground and will face San
Ant' m:. street, upon which thorough-
fare it will have a frontage of 250 feet
" wirg extending back along both

'si-- streets, will each be 120 feet in

'1 wilding will set back from the
p jv'Tti line five feet on aU three
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sides. thus adding five feet of

to the sidewalk. In itsioiMi.y th Tnain nnrfmn ff
I the present building will not be

disturbed and when completed it will
be merelj a matter of transferring of-
fices from the old to the new structure
When the old building Is vacated itwill be torn down to make room foran auditorium to be constructed in
connection with the new building The
auditorium will have a seating ca-
pacity of 4000 and will be the largest
assembly hall in the Southwest.

Ground Floor Arrangement
The ground floor of the new build-

ing, built three feet above the level of
the sidewalk, will provide space for twojustice courts, the hall of records, of-
fices of the sheriff, superintendent of
county schools, surveyor, road engineer
and a room for the Associated chari-
ties.

Arrangement vof. Upper Flcor.The flecTtna floor will contain tlie of-
fices of the collector, assessor, audi-
tor, county clerk, countv Judge, county-attorney-

the treasurer and auditor, thecounty court room and the count com-
missioners' court room.

On the third and fourth floors will
be located the district courts. There
will be four court rooms, one for each
of the three existing courts, and for a
fourth, should the growth of the dis-
trict warrant the creation of another
Here also will be the jury rooms, grandjury room, and the offices of the dis-
trict clerk and the district attorney
Private rooms for the judges will also
be provided

Tne front portion or the nrth floor
will be equipped for the eighth court
of civil appeals, while the rear will
form the first floor of the county JalL
All of the sixth floor will be devoted
to jail cells and equipment.

In the basement will be the heating
plant, ventilating and air cooling
plants, power plant, ice and water
plant store rooms and the janitor's
quarters.

"VWH Have Large -- uditorlnm.
The auditorium will be 156x120 feet

in dimension, with a ot ceiling.
The space between the two wings ot
the main building will be occupied by

j the auditorium and this part of the
. i7jai in - . i ... . tt... .
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feet of Ue Overland street property
line. It will contain a stage located
at the north end and a balconv extend-
ing around the east, south and west
sides. The principal entrances will be
from the Overland street side, although
there will also be entrances to the bal-
cony from the main building

Of Steel and Concrete.
The shell of the building will be con-

structed of steel and concrete. The
facings will be of brick and the trim-
mings of terra cotta. A feature of the
exterior construction will be a colonnade
on the San Antonio street side, con-
sisting of 12 fluted terra cotta columns,
set in a balconv and extending from
the second to the fifth floors On the
Kansas and Campbell street sides bal-
ustrades will be built. The main en-
trance, opening Into a large hallway,
will be on the San Antonio street side.

J E. Morgan, who was awarded the
contract for the construction of the
building, has excavation work under
way, and the building should be com-
pleted within a J ear

Contracts Exceed Half a Million.
Contracts that have been let for the

building total 3594.872. The contract
of Mr Morgan for the building of the
court house and auditorium is $426,484,
of which he will receive $364,971 In
cash and $61,870 in scrip. The contract
for heating, ventilating and insulation
of the power plant was let to the Ham- -'

ilton company of Dallas, amounting to
(Continued on page 2, column 1).
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ITY OF BEAUTIFUL
ROSES TIKE III

THE ELIITE IF

EL FflSfl

Australian Rye Is the Best

for LaWn Purposes if
Cared for.

SOME POINTERS
ON GARDENING

Yard Gardening and Back
Yard Orcharding Popular

and Successful.

BV G. 4. MART1V.
thrive and blossom in ElROSES as in few places in the

country. Unknown here as a
jard decoration a very few jears ago,
today they grow in hundreds of yards
and some of the prettiest blossomsimaginable are gathered by El Pasogrowers.

There is nothing difficult about
growing roses In El PaBO The win-
ters are never severe enough to dam-age the plants and it is not necessart.once the nave gained a season sgrowth, to give them the protectionrequired In colder climates. In sum-
mer, the temperature never appears toget warm enough to affect them. Very
few of the diseases that attack roses
in other places are found here among
the plants The American Beauty
tbriTes exceptionally well in El Paso.

Koie DIxesHes.
Last year In July, thtr writer saw

roses in California that looked muchworse than toses in El Paso at thesame, osriod. The. California' reses
were Tielng ari .

va...u wjr juaoia auu juaujr nau
diseases that caused thepetals to dry up and fall off before

the rose was fully in bloom
In El Paso, these things seldom haveto be contended with. . The right

selection of soil, the proper planting
and a little care in watering andfertilizing will produce splendid roses.
Heavy soil, such as is found in the val-
ley, is considered best for rose grow-
ing, but some of the prettiest roses In
the city have been produced in the
sand of Government hill, some of the
thriftiest growej2and bloomers have
been brought up in that soiL

Heavy Soil Preferable.
However, many rose growers refer

the heavier soil and if they do not re-
move all the earth from their beds and
refill them with adobe, thej use adobe
around the roots in planting Silt
from the valley ditches, is not con-
sidered by experts as good for the rea-
son that it is impomble to tell what
it contains, without an analysis.

Soil for roses should be prepared
now, and roses should be put out in
February Early in March is still
time, but roses put out in February
appear to take hold in the earth better
and to put on a better growth before
hot weather catches them. They also
come into bloom earlier. Practi-
cally any variety of rose will grow-here-

,

except the Marechal XteL Some
have grown this rose here until it
bloomed Whether there are any of
them here now Is not known, but
nurservmen do not recommend them.
In fact some nursermen admit can-
didly that they nerer have been able to
makes a Marechal Kiel grow at alL

Vvold Crimson Humbler.
The crimson rambler does not do well

here, as a general rule, because it ap-
pears to be unusually susceptible to
mildew and In this dry climate
the crimson rambler will show mildew
when the nights are the least bit cool
in growing time. Other roses ap-
pear not to be affected so easily The
dry climate is given as the reason for
the absence of mildew on most roses
in this city and section.

For planting roses, the soil should
be prepared In the fall or winter, the
bed well turned up with a spading
r..i- - ..i ianh nf rntted manu e
mixed Into it. Very little will need j

to be done the first season, suw ic
roses are planted in well prepared beds
as roses, like other plants freshly set
out, do not require fertilizing for thet. .w .ntYiw After that, they
should be watched and given what they
need.

Feeding the Rosen.
Manure kept scattered over the tops

of the beds in which the roses are
planted kept back away from the
Plants themselves is generally suf-
ficient to keep them properly fed but

5000 MEN
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Top picture shows camp bakery in operation
in the Sixth camp, vines planted
a company street.

It Is sometimes necessary to mix lit-
tle lime into the soil or scatter nitrate
of potash or nitrate of soda in small
quantities oer the tops of the beds,
to be soaked into the soil with the
water. A to a square
yard of soli is the amount

by R. A. Harris, former park
of El Paso and reognized

as the leading authority on plants and
flowers in ths part of the houthwest
Meat and dead fowls are buried by
some rosegrouers about their rose
bushes and these are said to bring ex-
cellent results. Mr Harris sas the
nitrate of potash will the
same results, as It supplies the soil
e'ements of nitrogen and phosphate
which the meat and bones supplv

Fertilizers Itequlred.
The absence of vegetable mattr In

the El Paso soil Is largeU the cause
of the necessity for o'
roses, trees and shrubs. Located on
a hillside, where little has ever grown
the soil of the greater part of I"l Pasi
is without humus The growth and
decaj vear after ear of egetaMe
matter forms the humus that Is found
in soil more favorably located. The
ibsence of an such upon
the soil of El Paso leaes it rather
short of some of the necessary elements
for plant life but.
ti is vegetation grows well here and
most growers all their
needs merely bv the geneious mixture
of stable m ure with the earth in

on Pace 7, Column 1.)
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IN THE BORDER ARMY CAMP
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next pieture art of an infantry reguneutal camp, uet ' officers' row '
before the tents The bottom picture shows a sentry pacing post down

A CAMP ON THE RiO
JpSW. :
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Lookm? dvn upon a- - -- ntrv camp on the K Orar e m the luwer por
tson of n P Ti r- F- anU a canal is seen between the nver and the camp.
The mer runs in the distance.

o

$700,000 a Month Distrib

uted Here to the Soldiers
Along the Border.

FORT BLISS IS
MADE GREATER

Enlargements Will Continue

El Paso Is Important
Strategical Position.

five years now United States
FIR men have been busy on

"What this activity has meant. Is
meaning and will in the future mean
to El Paso, cannot be overestimated.

From its very position, commercially
and geographically. El Paso Is one of
the strong strategic points along the
southern United States boundary. It
is destined to become a great military
base. It is the logical point of supply
for that vast territory from the mouth,
of the Rio-- Grande, at Brownsville, to
San Diego on the Pacifia coast, a dis-
tance of some 1704 miles.

More than this, from El Paso, troops
could be rushed by rail Into the very
heart of Mexico and other troops can
at the same- - time come into 1 taso
over tte great trunk lines from the
east; north and west.

As early as 1911. the war department
recognized the Importance of El Paso
in connection with the always difficult
Mexican question. During the early
days of the Madero revolution, troops
were hurried here and this city became
the pivotal point In the border patrol
of those days. It has remained so for
five years.

The Pnamt Fort Bliss.
EI Paso has had a post in various

parts of the city since the time it was
the village of Franklin, but the pres-
ent Fort Bliss military reserva-
tion was established by congress in
1890 The post contains 1256.7 acres
and the land was secured from B. XX

Russell. Dr Edward Alexander. "TV. J.
Glenn. Richard L-- Mayer. Charles R.
Moorehead and B. H. Davis. The pres-
ent post represents an investment o
about 31,500,009.

Fort Bliss was originally only & bat-
talion station, but later It was made a
cavalry post and now It la fully
equipped for & regiment of mounted
men. It is now the home of the Eighth
cavalry and. in addition, headquarters,
eighth brigade. Gen. John J. Pershing,
commander. Seventh, and SOth, regrt-mn- ts

of infantry, field company I;
signal corps field hospital Ko. 3; bat-
tery A. Fifth field artillery (a light
battery) pack train Xo. 4, ambulance
company No. 3. headquarters and two
battalions of the Fourth field artillery"
(mountain batteries) and a canton-
ment hospital The steady growth, of
the temporary and permanent garri-
sons of the local army post has been
due to the fact that the war depart-
ment realized its value with the lrst
concentration of troops at El Paso in
1911.

A Blc Post.
In addition to the quarters, barracks

and stables for a regiment of cavalry,
Fort Bliss contains buildings for
a general officers' quarters. the
men of the quartermaster corps,
an assembly hall headquarters and
administration building, staff of-
ficers' quarters, post hospital, quar-
termaster depot, work shops, gym-
nasium, bakery, pumping plant and
the store houses for ordnance, signal
corps and engineer material. Tha
troops in camp at the post have excel-
lent, though temporary, quarters and
a'l camps have water systems, electric
lights and other conveniences.

The post has three very good wells,
with a capacity of 250.000 gallons of
water per day and also good railroad
sidings.

A Big Job.
To keep an establishment of this

size going Is no small undertaking
Most of the burden falls on the
shoulders of the supply officer Cap-

tain A. P. "Watts, of the quartermaster
corps, is the post quartermaster, a pos-ti- on

he has filled for the past three
j ear. lie not only handles all the
quartermaster corps work, which noiC
includes the feeding of the garrison,
but be also is at the head of the ord-
nance, signal corps and engineer de-
partment supply depots, located at the
post. In the quartermaster corps alone
he has about 100 men. He is In charge
of the post bakery and supplies fresh
bread to six regiments.

Capt. "Watts keeps in his storehouses
four complete units of a field bakery
and has the quartermaster corps per-
sonnel for this outfit at the post Ha
is considered one of the best quarter-
masters In the service and is one of
the most popular officers ever sta-
tioned In or about El Paso. The dis-
bursements of his office are about a
million and a half dollars a year.

Many Troops Constantly Here.
Ever since the Mexican crisis of 1911.

when a demonstration of force wa3
made along the border, there have been
from five to eight regiments of troops
of all arms of the service in and about
the city of El Paso. At present two
regiments are quartered In town the
Sixth Infantry under CoL J H. Beacom
In the Second ward, and the 16th in-

fantry, commanded by Col W H. Al-

laire, in Cotton addition. These camps
were little more than dusty clearings
two years ago. yet today each camp is

(Continued on pace 3, CoL L)


